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Abstract

Reflecting a widespread bias toward “Rockhounds” and, in contrast to the situation in Europe, toward agate and other “cryptocrystalline” quartz as minerals, few geologists in the United States have taken an interest in the origin and formation of Thundereggs.  Yet these objects, by other names, were being commented upon in this country as early as 1893, and in Europe in the 18th century.  In addition, the nomenclature of “geodes” has been confused.  The development of Thundereggs is a complex process, distinctly different from the process that forms amygdaloidal nodules.  Thundereggs occur, presumably worldwide, in acid volcanics and often display great beauty in cross section.  Much work on their formation has been done in recent decades in Germany.  Some experimental results have been achieved.  A good paper by Daniel Kile, a USGS geologist in Denver, was published in 2002.  Perhaps of most interest is a 385 plus page study by the “Geode Kid” based on his very extensive observations while mining Thundereggs in a variety of localities throughout the western US.  A worldwide gallery of specimens is presented.
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